[Nursing education in Spain: background and current program].
Spanish nursing has experienced many changes since the early twentieth century. At first, the nurse was simply a medical assistant, then they studied at university, and nowadaysthey are able to specialize in seven different areas.In the last decade, Spanish nurses have had access to master studies in different fields of the scope of nursing to reach the doctoral degree. This has stimulated research in nursing as well as nurse autonomy.